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What’s Inside

ne hundred years ago Abington Memorial Hospital was founded by charitable community members
who wanted outstanding healthcare close to home. Today, we have been able to achieve that vision as
a nonprofit organization due to the philanthropic support of our community.
To continue to foster the top-quality care, people and facilities that define Abington,
we have launched our Campaign for a New Century. This important $32 million
fundraising effort is being chaired by Bruce Goodman, a devoted and long-time friend of
Abington, who in the accompanying letter outlines the importance of this campaign.
Abington Memorial Hospital is now the heart of an expanded network of healthcare
professionals, clinical programs and facilities with the sole mission of
improving the health and wellbeing of the communities we are privileged to serve.
We invite you to join with us as we transform healthcare today and for the future.
With your support, Abington Health will continue to pioneer new treatments, recruit and retain healthcare
professionals who are second to none and thoroughly renew our campuses and facilities to foster a healing
environment for patients and families.
We are excited both to celebrate our centennial year and to look ahead to our second century
of excellence.
Thank you for being our partner as we embark on a new century of outstanding care.
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C E L E B R AT I N G A
CENTURY OF EXCELLENCE

J O I N O U R C E N T E N N I A L C A M PA I G N –

Help Shape the Future of Abington
care, cancer care, orthopaedics, neurosciences, women’s
health and evolving disciplines like genetic medicine.

Campaign for a New Century Steering Committee – Seated, left to
right: Stephen Crane, Pamela Bown, H. Lewis Klein, Edith Dixon,
Honorary Chair, Bruce Entwisle, Gail Faulkner. Standing, left to right:
Jill Kyle, Steven Barrer, M.D., Bruce Goodman, Chair, Laurence M.
Merlis, John Russell, M.D., John J. Kelly, M.D., Robert Riethmiller.
Not pictured: MaryAnn Watson and Honorary Chairs, Edward
Asplundh and Bruce Toll

hilanthropic leadership established Abington Memorial
Hospital 100 years ago, and it will continue to strengthen
Abington Health for the century ahead.
Our Campaign for a New Century seeks to raise
$32 million for three core initiatives that will position us for a
future of excellence:

P
■

Investing in people – including attracting the best
physicians, supporting nursing education and leadership,
enhancing medical residency and training programs and
expanding continuing education opportunities. These
efforts will enable us to deliver the most advanced care in
the areas our community needs most, including cardiac

■

Advancing care – by supporting new institutes and
centers, outpatient programs, advanced technologies,
population health management programs and other aspects
of care. These efforts will help to build an ever stronger
primary care and ambulatory network that will promote
wellness and better manage chronic conditions such as
diabetes, hypertension and heart failure.

■

Enhancing our healing environment – including
renewal of our main hospital buildings, creating a new
Orthopaedics Unit and developing new integrative
medicine programs. These efforts will ensure that
Abington continues to promote healing in every aspect
of our attractive and functional buildings and landscaping
and throughout our patient-centered amenities.
With your gift to the Campaign for a
New Century, you join in the footsteps of
Abington’s founding philanthropists who,
100 years ago, made possible a charitable
institution that is still vital to the
communities we serve.
Be a part of Abington’s history.
Help us shape its future. Thank you,

Bruce A. Goodman
Campaign Chair

For information about opportunities to support Abington
Health and our Campaign for a New Century,
please visit www.abingtonhealth.org/WaysofGiving.

Transforming the
future of healthcare
ack in the early 1900s the rural
town of Abington faced a pressing
need for an excellent hospital right
here in the community.
Philanthropic visionary George
W. Elkins, Sr. stepped forward with an
extraordinary gift of land and funds for a
new hospital. Mr. Elkins was joined by
leaders from throughout the community,
including members of the newly formed
Women’s Association of Noble,
precursor to today’s Abington Health
Foundation Women’s Board.
Their ambitious vision was
realized on May 15, 1914, when the new
48-bed Abington Memorial Hospital
opened its doors.
Throughout a remarkable century
of growth and change, Abington has
remained steadfast in fulfilling our
mission as the region’s most trusted
provider of advanced and compassionate
care. Today we proudly celebrate a
century of saving lives and serving
our community.
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Linda Ritter, George and Suzanne Downs, the late
Robert Lloyd, D.M.D. with his wife Bonnie Lloyd

G. Michael Lemole, Jr., M.D.

Chairman’s Forum Lecture

Martha Snider gave a brief history
of the Elkins Family

Abington continued its prestigious Chairman’s Forum Lecture
Series on April 7 with a special talk by neurosurgeon G. Michael
Lemole, Jr., M.D., who spoke on “Living in the Limelight:
A Neurosurgeon’s View of the Tucson Tragedy.”
The lecture series is a donor benefit open to members of the
Chairman’s Forum, Abington Health Foundation’s prestigious
giving society for philanthropic leaders who make an annual gift of
$1,000 or more in support of the work of Abington Health.
For more information about the Chairman’s Forum, please contact
Cathy Cawley at 215-481-2036 or ccawley@abingtonhealth.org.
Gerald Lemole, M.D., and Janie Lemole
Rev. John Douglas, Diane
Douglas, Diane Becker and
Howard Becker

Founder’s Day Dinner

Lew Klein, Deborah Murphy, C.R.N.P., Philip Lim, M.D.,
and Janet Klein

Klein Awards for Innovation

Lynn Morawski and Hana Choe, M.D.

At the April 7 Chairman’s Forum event, Abington Health
awarded its newly named Klein Awards for Physician and
Nurse Innovation. Named in honor of a generous gift from
Lew and Janet Klein, the awards are presented annually to
an Abington physician and nurse who have distinguished
themselves as healthcare innovators and inspiring health
pioneers. Thanks to the Klein’s support, award recipients are
now provided with financial assistance that they can direct to
the area in the hospital of their choosing.
Philip S. Lim, M.D., is a board-certified radiologist for
Abington Health and president of the Radiology Group of
Abington, received the Klein Award for Physician Innovation.
Deborah Murphy, M.S.N., R.N., C.N.R.N., S.C.R.N.,
C.R.N.P., clinical nurse director of the Neurosciences Service
Line, received the Klein Award for Nurse Innovation.

On May 15 many of Abington Memorial Hospital’s dearest friends gathered
at the beautiful Elkins Estate to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the founding of
the hospital.
In his welcoming comments, Abington Health President and CEO Laurence
M. Merlis spoke of the visionary gift from George W. Elkins that made the
founding of the hospital possible. He also quoted from the original hospital
charter of June 16, 1913, which established a charitable corporation to provide for
“a hospital for the cure and relief of disease and for the performance of surgical
operations,” serving all who come to it for care regardless of ability to pay.
Generous support for the Founder’s Day Dinner was provided by
Edith R. Dixon, esteemed friend of the hospital.

Artwork by Suzanne Downs
Lew and Janet Klein with
Gerry and Marguerite Lenfest

Edith R. Dixon, George W. Elkins IV
and Barbara Elkins

Pictured above:
Henrietta Roberts,
Pat Payne, Rev. Charles
Quann, Tanya Quann,
Warren Matthews, M.D.,
and Hitomi Matthews
Left: Barbara Kelly, M.D.,
Kenric Murayama, M.D.,
Jack Kelly, M.D., and
Norma Murayama
Edith R. Dixon, 2014 Haines Loyalty Award recipient
and Laurence M. Merlis, President & CEO
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Becky Welsh, Amy Welsh, Krissie Flatow
and Sheylea Brusca

Haines Loyalty Award
Andrew Star, M.D., Rachel
Martin and Patricia Scott

Abington Ambassadors

Meg Durkin, Patrick and Julie Kelly

On April 17 the Ambassadors of Abington Health
gathered for a reception at the newly renovated Blue Bell
Inn to hear Shyam Brahmabhatt, M.D., speak about his
work as an orthopaedic surgeon and sports medicine
specialist with Abington’s Orthopaedic & Spine Institute.
The Ambassadors’ program brings together young
professionals and friends of Abington Health to socialize
and to raise awareness and build support for the future
healthcare needs of the community. Special thanks go to
Susan and Richard Tressider for their generous
underwriting of Ambassador events.

The Dixon School of Nursing
– 100 years young
The opening of Abington Memorial Hospital 100 years
ago also marked the start of our outstanding school of nursing.
To honor 100 years of nursing education and excellence, the
Abington Memorial Hospital Dixon School of Nursing, along
with the Dixon School of Nursing Alumni Association and
Abington Health, inaugurated a special Hall of Fame to recognize
distinguished graduates of the school.
The school’s centennial celebration included hosting its
first-ever Hall of Fame Award Reception on May 16, followed by
a special centennial Nursing Alumni Banquet on May 17.

Edith R. Dixon, one of Abington
Health’s most generous philanthropic
leaders, was honored at the Founder’s Day
Dinner as the 2014 recipient of Abington’s
prestigious Hank Haines Loyalty Award.
The award recognizes Mrs. Dixon for
her loyal and enduring contributions to the
work of Abington Memorial Hospital and
Abington Health. Those contributions
include both generous volunteer leadership
and financial support.
Mrs. Dixon has served and continues
to serve in leadership positions as a
member of the board of trustees, a member
of the Steering Committee and currently
serves as an honorary chair of Abington
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Profiles of Giving is an
Abington Health Foundation
publication for our donors and
friends. For more information
call 215-481-4438.

Aaron Lorah, Craig Johnson,
Stefanie Anderson, Lucinda Johnson,
Jeffrey and Leni Miller

For more information about
Ambassador membership, benefits
and future opportunities, please
contact Debbie Maha at 215-481-4488
or dmaha@abingtonhealth.org.
Christine and Gus Repetto

Front row (l to r): Terry Reilly, D.N.P., R.N., N.E.A.-B.C., 1975;
Ann Claffey Baiada, R.N., C.R.R.N., 1968; Alice N. Pero, R.N.,
(holding plaque), 1962; Ann Harley, Ph.D., R.N., 1954;
Marilyn D. Harris, M.S.N., R.N., N.E.A.-B.C., F.A.A.N., 1957;
Carolyn Yocom, Ph.D., R.N., 1964. Top row: Kathryn Plant,
M.P.A., R.N., 1964; Maureen Frye, M.S.N., C.R.N.P., 1977.
Not pictured: Carol Gray, Ph.D., R.N., 1955 and
Harriet W. Ferguson, Ph.D., R.N., 1957 (deceased)

husband, Fitz Dixon, endowed Abington’s
nursing school, it was renamed the Dixon
School of Nursing to honor both Fitz’s
mother and Edith.
The Loyalty Award is named in
memory of Hank Haines who, over the
course of more than 45 years, epitomized
loyalty to Abington Memorial Hospital
through contributions that included
founding and directing the hospital’s
offices of development and public
relations, and supporting the hospital as a
trustee and generous philanthropic leader.

Women’s Board

Update
The Women’s Board
celebrates 100 years
of passionate service
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Memorial Hospital’s Campaign for a New
Century. For many decades Edith Dixon
has been a pivotal leader with Abington’s
Women’s Board, where she continues to
serve as an honorary trustee.
Mrs. Dixon’s loyal philanthropy has
provided important support to numerous
health services and to the Women’s Board
June Fete Horse Show. She has had a
particularly strong impact in the areas of
nursing and nursing education. She was
crucial to the success of the hospital’s
highly influential Nursing Initiative, and
the nursing school’s Dixon Scholarship
program is an essential source of financial
support for future nurses. When her late
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Parents Executive
Committee
On May 28 Reid and Krista Buerger
hosted a special Parents Executive
Committee (PEC) event at their lovely
home to support Abington Memorial
Hospital’s women’s and children’s
services. The Buergers, whose daughters
were born at Abington, are generous
friends of the hospital and its services.
The PEC serves the hospital in an
informational capacity, with its members
providing insight and advice based on
their experiences as parents of children
born at Abington. Members also help
fundraise in support of the hospital’s
services for women and children.
For more information about the
Parents Executive Committee, please
contact Debbie Maha at 215-481-4488
or dmaha@abingtonhealth.org.

he Abington Health Foundation
Women’s Board culminated its
year-long centennial celebration
with a special June Fete Community Day
on Sunday, June 8. This grand celebration
featured free admission to the June Fete
and a wide range of special family-friendly
activities and events.
Over the past century the Women’s
Board and its Auxiliaries have embodied a
tradition of passionate service that has
helped Abington Memorial Hospital and
Abington Health thrive. Members have
passed along, from one generation to the
next, a spirit of humility, graciousness and
teamwork needed to serve our patients and
community from the heart.
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Members have also shared cherished
memories that give meaning to the things
we do in life, as well as nurture a sense of
purpose that motivates each generation to
be better people and to make the world a
better place.
Deepest thanks go out to every
member of the Abington Health Foundation
Women’s Board and Auxiliaries for
continuing a unique tradition of service
and dedication.

Erin Kelly, Krista Buerger and
Lauren Farrell

Helen Carapellotti – June Fete Horse & Pony Co-Chair; Diane Spreadbury – June Fete
Horse & Pony Co-Chair; Deb Gates – June Fete Chair; Jean Fitzpatrick – Special Events
Chair and Tina Entwisle – Special Events Co-Chair
Holly and Steve Hartner and Jennie Choe
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LEAVE A LEGACY®
Create your own legacy.
A bequest, large or small, is a meaningful way to provide
future support to Abington Health.

The Charitable Advantage
The Rewards of Planned Giving

We would like to
recognize you now
for your future gift!

Elkins Legacy Society Luncheon
embers of Abington Health
Foundation’s Elkins Legacy
Society gathered for fine food
and fine company at this year’s annual
luncheon, held on May 21 at Old York
Road Country Club.
The luncheon honors those special
donors who have included Abington in
their estate plans with a bequest, annuity
or other form of planned gift. The Elkins
Legacy Society is named for George W.
and Stella McIntyre Elkins, founding
supporters of Abington Memorial
Hospital who made its first planned gift.
This year The Elkins Legacy Society
welcomes as new members: Frank K.

M

and Isabelle M. Colburn, Nancy B.
Crosson, Jack and Dor DeLong,
Immy and Phil Ferrara, Samuel L. and
Carol W. Sagendorph, Merle Santerian,
Meriel and Fred W. Shaffer, Mr. and Mrs.
G. Hunt Weber, Jr., Edward B. Weinstein,
Esther M. Wenrich and Jerry and
Damarys Wisler.
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hroughout the Campaign for a
New Century, documented
bequest expectancies can be
counted toward our campaign goal.
The full value of your future gift can be
recognized if:
■ You are at least 60 years of age;
■ A copy of your will, or that part of
the will that names Abington Health
Foundation, is provided; and
■ The specific amount to be bequeathed
to AHF is stated in the will or
estimated in a letter or other
signed document.

Laurence M. Merlis and Bucky Clark

societ y
Please contact Lucinda Johnson, director
of strategic giving, at 215-481-4019 or
ljohnson@abingtonhealth.org for
more information.

Nancy Seitz, Pat Dyson and Ruth London

Please contact Lucinda Johnson,
director of strategic giving,
at 215-481-4019 or
ljohnson@abingtonhealth.org for
more information. We would be
happy to provide you with sample
language to incorporate into your
will or codicil.

Jack and Dor DeLong

Historic Artifacts

Visit our Centennial Website!
For a detailed timeline of Abington’s first century,
please visit our Centennial Website at www.abingtonhealth.org/100.
For information about opportunities to support our
Campaign for New Century, please visit
Florence Feder, who was born
the same year AMH opened

www.abingtonhealth.org/WaysofGiving.

George W. Elkins, Sr.,
gave money for the
building of the new
hospital in memory of
his wife, Stella McIntire
Elkins. In her honor,
the hospital was
renamed Abington
Memorial Hospital.

